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MALE AND FEMALE. By Margaret Mead. New York, William Morrow
and Co., 1949. 477 pp. $5.00.
Margaret Mead has made an assumption, not necessarily held by all
present day sexologists, that there is a fundamental difference between the
human male and the human female, and has utilized four hundred and
seventy-seven pages in impressive documentation of this thesis. Seven
Southwest Pacific societies, from the stone age cultures of the New Guinean
mountains to the ritualistic civilization of Bali and the modern United
States, furnish the experimental material for an analysis of the effect of
primary sex membership upon the development of the individual within
the society and upon the society itself. Her approach is popular and we
may well speculate upon the validity of some of her conclusions based upon
limited observations in strange and inconvenient environments, but one is
forced to admire the skill with which Dr. Mead has interwoven her data
into a plausible and stimulating discussion of the cultural results of sex
differences.
Her second chapter entitled, "How an Anthropologist Writes" stands
as a brilliant apologia for the shortcomings of the anthropological method
and a discriminating exposition of the field techniques by which this mate-
rial was gathered. On the basis of this chapter, her insistance upon the basic
differences in male and female assume a greater stature in terms of con-
temporary problems of sexual adjustment. If, as the author intimates,
much of our present-day American marital misfunctioning springs from
modern accentuation of the biological similarities of men and women and
an over-emphasis of the competitive aspects of sex membership, the ultimate
panacea may well be suggested by a comparative study of more primitive
and stable societies. Time is short for such a comparison since the impact
of western man has all but obliterated the stability of the remaining
primitive cultures which suffer but a little time before they pass away.
V. M. CUTTER, JR.
THE NEUROSIS OF MAN. By Trigant Burrow. New York, Harcourt
Brace & Company, 1949. xxvi + 428 pp. $7.50.
The Neurosis of Man is the sum of all the social evils which man creates
for himself. The author attempts to construct a social psychology based
upon what he calls phylopathology (defined in the glossary as "the term
denoting the scientific investigation of the underlying factors in behaviour
disorders envisaged from the background of phylobiology. It represents
a broad organismic approach to deviations in behaviour, and includes
oneself and the so-called normal community along with the neurotic
patient." Phylobiology is defined as "the science of behaviour that studies
the relation of the organism as a whole in its adaptation to the environment
and to other organisms").YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
The book is divided into two parts. Part I deals with Interrelational
Man or the Symptomatology of Human Behaviour, a Phyloanalysis; Part
II with the Organismic Man or the Biology of Human Behaviour, a
Phylosynthesis. There is an appendix in which instrumental recordings
are presented, along with photographs of eye movements. A glossary and
an index complete the format of the book.
In the author's Foreword, we learn that the history of phylobiology is
the history of thirty years' association of the author and one Clarence
Shields who is given no further introduction unt) page 204 when we find
that he is President of the Lifwynn Foundation-in Westport, C.nnecticut,
where the investigations that produced this book 'were done. The thesis
with which they began their work is stated as follows: "What man is
overtly, is not what man is basically. Today human relations are throughout
superficial, not fundamental. They are psychosocial not biological." The
author says he lost interest in individual behaviour and Man became his
centre of interest. He summarizes the purpose of his group experiment
(Chapter 7) as follows: to divorce "from the concept or symbol the entire
sum or system of effects which through their linkage with the symbol, have
established in man a falsely systemized personality, a spurious centre of
identity and hence an artificial basis of human motivation." This purpose
and the method to achieve it were "more valiant than decisive" until the
factor of tension was given consideration. This forms the bridge which
takes the reader into the second half of the volume.
The second part of the author's thesis deals with the discovery that his
problem was physiological in a social sense (p. 184) and with this discovery
the "way had been opened to phyloneurology" (term "applied to neural
modifications that affect the behaviour of man as a phylum"). In the species
Man, "the brain has assumed a function that departs from the behaviour
typical of the phylic brain of man." The author then discusses the form this
departure has taken. In the next chapter he talks about contrasting patterns
of tension which he calls the physiological seat of the Neurosis. The
remainder of the book is devoted to a discussion of the "Biological Norm of
Human Behaviour" and instrumental evidence for this and for deviations
from it. Chapter XIII is a summary and Chapter XIV is called "Phylo-
biological Reflections" and is a sort of philosophical statement of faith in
"the arduous work" of the author.
The above is a very brief sketch of the book's contents.
About the author one may say that Dr. Burrow is much concerned with
the woes of the world. However, his claim to having formulated a science
of human behaviour (even an elementary one) is a pretension cloaked in
newly coined terms, and hidden behind abstractions so complex as to defy
understanding. Here is an example: "This phylosomatic readjustment is co-
terminous with the abrogation of ditention. It is coterminous with the
abrogation of the purely fanciful images that have replaced the reality of
man s organismic security and have led to his bionomic undoing. The re-
alignment of the function of the third or semiotic nervous system with the
function of the cerebrospinal and autonomic systems will mean for man
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the restoration of his organism's uniformity of motivation as a whole.
Furthermore, with his concomitantly greater bionomic facility in com-
munication through the spoken word or symbol, this functional realignment
will contribute immeasurably to the adjustment of human relations
throughout social groups" (p. 293).
It is understandable why to a man of Dr. Burrow's astronomical fancy
the relatively simple, clear, and sound basic behavioural science of psycho-
analysis is so unappealing. He wishes to cure the world (Author's
Foreword, xiv) and do it quickly, no doubt; to which purpose the slow and
painful method of the Freudian psychology is much too plodding. Dr.
Burrow has rigged up some 'hi-falutin' telescopes at Lifwynn and trained
them on the human race. What he discovered, however, were not people
but words.
HENRY WEXLER
RAPID MICRO-CHEMICAL METHODS FOR BLOOD AND CSF EXAMINA-
TIONS. By Fritz Rappaport. New York, Grune & Stratton, Inc., 1949.
xvii + 404 pp. $8.75.
This book contains detailed descriptions of over a hundred clinical
biochemical laboratory procedures ranging from rough qualitative tests to
procedures usually employed only in clinical research. Many of the methods
have been devised or modified by the author, and all have been tested in
his former laboratory in Vienna or present laboratory in Petach Tiqua,
Israel. Some of the methods have been adapted for use in tropical climates;
others have been modified to circumvent wartime shortages. In his preface
the author states that he had avoided the use of expensive equipment such
as photometers and photoelectric colorimeters, an approach which will be
of less value to those who have accepted such instruments as indispens-
able aids. Each method is clearly outlined with excellent diagrams of
apparatus, and the underlying principles are explained. The criticism can
be made, however, that when alternative methods are described for a given
determination, no indication is given of their relative accuracy or reliability.
Clinical interpretations are provided for each determination. These are,
however, at times inaccurate and misleading. One gains the impression
from this book that one might have from going over the laboratory note-
book of one who has done much painstaking work in the field. Much useful
information is provided, but it is not a book that will necessarily direct
a reader to the available method best adapted to his needs.
ETHAN A. H. SIMS
CHYMIA. ANNUAL STUDIES IN THE HISTORY OF CHEMISTRY. Tenney L.
Davis, Editor-in-Chief. Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press,
Volumes I and II, 1948 and 1949. xiv + 190 and x + 143 pp. $3.50 and
$4.00.
In inaugurating this new series, a distinguished group of historians of
chemistry, headed by the late Dr. Davis, have made a notable service to
international scholarship in the history of science. Some inkling of its scope,